
FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR    
Brittany Baines    

Welcome to Phenomenal I Am, Inc. 2nd 

Newsletter! 

 

Paving the way forward! There is a 

solution, intervention and proactive 

approach to help our youth. The answer is 

Mentoring! For so many of us, having 

someone who supported our aspirations, 

gave guidance, and made us realize our 

value just by sharing their time had a 

profound effect. That is the power of 

mentors. Our key focus this quarter is 

expanding programming to connect and 

engage youth and to recruit mentors to be 

a part of the solution.  

 

Together with our PIA team, partners, 

youth and families, we will continue to 

overcome barriers to support, guide, 

protect, empower and educate our 

children for tomorrow. We value all of 

our stakeholders and look forward to the 

quarter ahead to establish new 

partnerships, expand programming to 

reach more of our New Haven 
communities by recruiting new mentors 

and engaging more youth. Mentoring is a 

national movement. There’s strength in 

numbers but unfortunately there’s only 1 

out of 3 kids who will get a mentor. I 

challenge all readers, to join the 

movement and help us close the gap. 

 
Thank you for all you do to support our 

work and for your commitment to our 

future by ensuring that there is hope for 

our young girls of PIA.  

 

To stay connected, and to learn how to get 

involved in various capacities with PIA, 

please contact us by visiting 

 www.phenomenaliam.org 

 

      

 

 

 

2nd Annual Banquet: Held on 

October, 22, 2016, this year’s banquet 

held the theme of “Rising Stars”.  The 

girl’s in the program were recognized 

for their participation, progress and 

personality. Mentors and group 

facilitators were presented with 

certificates commemorating their 

dedication and leadership. Guest 

speaker Shana Moseley spoke about 

how her trials and tribulations made her 

a strong woman, a woman of adversity 

and resiliency. Catrina Hawley was the 

recipient of the Phenomenal I Am 

Woman Award for her selflessness and 

commitment to the youth in our 

community.  

 

National Mentor Summit: The 

Executive Director, along with two Board 

Members and one Mentor took on 

Washington, DC to attend the National 

Mentor Summit.  Here, the group was able 

to hear the Welcome Address from 

Congresswoman Carol Moseley-Braun at 

Capitol Hill. The week proceeded with an 

opportunity to lobby to local State 

Representatives in an effort to spread 

mentoring awareness and to gain their 

support and understanding of PIA. PIA 

attendees completed trainings on various 

ways to improve the quality of our 

program and organization such as, best 

practices, effective strategies and tips, 

sharing of success stories with other like-

minded organizations and philanthropists.  

 

Hidden Figures: The incredible 

untold story of Katherine G. Johnson, 

Dorthy Vaughan and Mary Jackson-

brilliant African-American women 

working at NASA, who served as the 

brains behind one of the greatest 
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Mentor 
   

The best way 

a mentor can 

prepare another 

leader is to expose 

him or her to other 

great people.  

Mentoring is a 

brain to pick, an ear 

to listen, and a 

push in the right 

direction. 

A mentor is 

someone who sees 

more talent and 

ability within you, 

than you see in 

yourself, and helps 

bring it out of you. 
 

PIA Making Moves! 



operations in history: the launch of 

astronaut John Glenn into orbit, a stunning 

achievement that restored the nation's 

confidence, turned around the Space Race, 

and galvanized the world. The visionary 

trio crossed all gender and race lines to 

inspire generations to dream big. This 

movie is a depiction of the great woman 

we desire the girls of PIA to become.  On 

February 5, 2017, mentors took their 

mentees to see this movie as a means of 

educating them on how success does not 

only lie in the headlines but in self-

confidence and fulfillment.  

    

 

           

     

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black History Month: 
PIA acknowledged the inspirational black 

women who helped paved the way for us 

during our Black History workshop for 

our girls on February 20, 2017.  
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Mentor Info 

Session 
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Mentor 

Training 

   

April    Fundraiser  

May  Mother Daughter Tea    

June       

July 1 2 3 

 

4 5  

Summer 

Program 

Begins 
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 “We make a living by 

what we get, we make a 

life by what we give.” — 

Winston Churchill 

Upcoming Events 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tomi Veale, Board Chair Chanel Rice, Board Vice Chair 

Tawana Lofton, Treasurer Yakeita Robinson, Secretary 

LaKisha Jordan Jamie Boussicot 

Brittany Baines, Executive Director 

Board of Directors 

The board of directors is the governing body of a nonprofit. Individuals who sit on the board are 

responsible for overseeing the organization's activities. Board members meet periodically to discuss 

and vote on the affairs of the organization. At a minimum, an annual meeting must occur with 

all board members present. 

At PIA, our Board of Directors are at the heart of what we do!  Their dedication and commitment to 

the program is outstanding and we thank them! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome Board Members 

Chanel Rice and Jamie Boussicot  

to the PIA Family! 

A PIA welcome is in order for the new 

 Mentor Coordinator Amber! 

 

Amber has already begun to do 

great things for PIA and is 

helping in a major way!  

   
www.phenominaliam.org 

@phenomenaliam @phenomenaliaminc phenomenaliaminc 


